Intestinal toxins.
The application of molecular techniques to the study of bacterial pathogenesis has made possible discoveries that are changing the way scientists view the bacterium-host interaction. Today, research on the molecular basis of the pathogenesis of infective diarrheal diseases of necessity transcends established boundaries between cell biology, bacteriology, intestinal pathophysiology, and immunology. A comprehensive approach has been taken here to outline the most recent findings on the interaction between enteric pathogens and their target eukaryotic cells through the elaboration of toxins.